
 

Further information about the MHLDS Experimental Data File 

The Monthly MHLDS Report for April 2015 includes an additional data file of measures 
relating to two current areas of interest in secondary mental health services: 

 the introduction of access and waiting time measurements for mental health services 

 the use of out of area placements for people requiring mental health hospital care 

This data is presented as experimental analysis because the current structure of the data 
source (MHLDDS) does not support the measurement of waiting times for individual referrals 
into services, nor does it include the detail of contracting arrangements that might reliably 
identify an out of area placement. For both topics the measures presented in this file are a 
proxy, designed to inform discussion, prompt local investigation into any recording issues 
and provide a reference point for more accurate measurement in future. 

Details of how each measure has been constructed from the dataset are included in the 
metadata file that is part of the MHLDS Monthly Report. 

Time to first contact for selected mental health services  

Changes to MHLDDS to support the introduction of waiting times in mental health services 
were approved by Standardisation Committee for Care Information (SCCI) in July 2015 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/SCCI0011. The amended dataset Mental Health 
Services Dataset (MHSDS) is mandated to flow from January 2016 with first waiting times for 
Early Intervention in Psychosis (EIP) Services due to be published in March 2016. The 
current format of MHLDDS does not support the analysis of waiting times across individual 
referrals. However, to assist users of the data in preparing for this change, the HSCIC 
undertook some preliminary work on time to first contact in 2014 to support the development 
of the standard and this was published as supplementary analysis here.  

The measures in the experimental file build on that work and present the minimum, average 
and maximum waits in days from that initial referral to the first contact for the following 
selected services (which are the focus of the initial waiting time standards in mental health): 

 Early Intervention in Psychosis 

 Eating Disorders services 

 Perinatal services 

 Psychiatric Liaison services 

Users of this data should be aware that these are only proxies for waiting time measurement 
and should bear in mind these caveats: 

 The end of the wait for EIP services will not be the first face to face contact 

 Identification of first contacts with individual teams depends on the team being 

categorised appropriately – but EIP services, as an example, may be delivered by a 

generic community mental health team and in this case the contact would not be 

identified in the data as an EIP contact.  

 Internal referrals (e.g. from a single point of access to an EIP team) are not included – 

the current structure of the dataset does not allow these to be tracked. 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/mhldsapr15
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/SCCI0011
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5317/2014-Supplementary-information-files


 

With these caveats in mind, the data may assist providers and commissioners in assessing 
likely volumes and any local recording issues. We will continue to produce these figures in 
the run up to the implementation of official waiting times from the MHSDS. 

Out of Area Placements 

The experimental file includes nine measures designed to help monitor the extent to which 
patients requiring inpatient mental health services are receiving this care away from their 
local mental health provider. These measures build on experimental work published earlier 
this year (http://www.hscic.gov.uk/suppinfofiles – time to first contact) and a workshop with 
partner organisations (providers, NHS England, CQC) in June 2015, from which we have 
developed some guidance on how categorise different bed types within the MHLDDS (see 
below). Whilst the measures about inpatient caseload and activity in the Monthly Data file 
cover all bed types, these new measures focus on the people in non –specialist bed types 
(i.e., those services commissioned by local CCGS that should be provided close to a 
person’s normal place of residence). The measures are presented by provider and include: 

 People in a non-specialist bed at the end of the month 

 People in a non-specialist bed in a provider that is not the usual provider for their local 

CCG 

 Distance travelled for people not in their usual provider 

 Patients with a spell of care open with more than one provider at the end of the 

month, one of which is a hospital spell (inpatients exported / imported) 

Users should be aware that in this analysis a person’s ‘usual provider’ is the one providing 
services to the greatest number of patients for that patient’s responsible CCG – but local 
arrangements may be more complicated, involving a more than one provider.  The 
calculation of distances depends on providers recording the site code of the ward stay – so 
data quality issues may affect the completeness of the data. Further details can be found in 
the Data Quality Reports that are part of the Monthly MHLDDS Report. 

We have just launched a consultation on changes to the analysis and reporting from 
MHLDDS that will be introduced as a result of the change to MHSDS and welcome feedback 
on all our analysis. 

Useful related links 

MHLDS Monthly Reports, including Metadata file and Background Quality Statement 

Guidance on recording mental health inpatient activity in MHLDDS 

NHS England guidance on waiting times in EIP services 

SCII notice for MHSDS ISN 

Consultation on changes to analysis of MHLDS 

 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/suppinfofiles
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/monthlymhlds
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/17955/Mental-Health-Information-updateJune2015/pdf/Mental-Health-Information-update_June2015.pdfhttp:/www.hscic.gov.uk/media/17955/Mental-Health-Information-updateJune2015/pdf/Mental-Health-Information-update_June2015.pdf
http://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/mh-access-wait-time-guid.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/SCCI0011
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/consultations

