
 

 

 

 

 

Announcing changes to MHMDS Monthly Reports 

                                  

 Summary 

From September 2014 (due to be published January 2015) monthly reports will be produced 
from the Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Dataset (MHLDDS).  Changes to the 
dataset to extend the scope to cover Learning Disability Services were approved by 
Information Standards Board (ISB) and can be viewed under ISB 00111.  

The scope of the dataset now includes: 

Adults aged 18 or over (including elderly adults) who receive specialist secondary mental 
health care services and have, or are thought to have a mental illness; or who receive 
specialist secondary learning disabilities or autism spectrum disorder services and are 
thought to have a learning disability or autism spectrum disorder.  

Where a service is wholly or partially made up of NHS funded patients, data set submission 
is mandatory. Where the service is wholly made up of non-NHS patient’s data set 
submission is optional. These changes will have an impact on some elements of the existing 
monthly release, as the underlying dataset will now legitimately include people who have 
been in contact with learning disability services.  

 

More about the changes 

The format of the monthly release will remain unchanged but there will be some changes to 
the following analytical products as a result of the dataset changes: 

 Monthly data file 

 Executive summary 

 Data quality measures 

Some of the measures in these products will now include people in contact with learning 
disability services as well as mental health services and there may be an impact on 
comparability across reporting periods between August and September 2014 for some 
measures. 

This is because the basic person level record in the dataset remains a spell of care with an 
individual provider.  Many providers of mental health services also have learning disability 
services and a total spell of care could include input from both services.  It is not possible to 
comprehensively and definitively divide spells into episodes with mental health or learning 
disability services.  (Some providers already include information about patients’ engagement 
with Learning Disability teams or time spent on learning disability wards within their 
submissions).   

People who are in contact with learning disability services may also be in contact with mental 
health services and we will develop measures to meet specific user needs as these are 
articulated (for example, comparisons with the information collected in the Learning Disability 
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Census).  The information about protected characteristics, including having a learning 
disability, which is being added to MHLDDS, will help in the development of precise 
measures to help understand how people with learning disabilities are using services. 

From the January 2015 publication, new measures will be added to the monthly data file to 
help with interpretation of established set of measures.  

These are: 

1. number of people who were in contact with LD services at the end of the month   

2. number of people who were in contact with MH services at the end of the month 

(The sum of these will be greater than the total number of people in contact with services 
at the end of the month as some people will be in contact with both MH and LD services). 

3. number of people with an open hospital spell on a LD ward at the end of the month 

4. number of people with an open hospital spell on a MH ward at the end of the month 

(The sum of these should equal the total number of people with an open hospital spell at 
the end of the month as a person should only be on one ward at a time). 

At local level these contextual figures will provide an indication of the increased caseload 
that could be attributed to the extension of the dataset to cover LD services and inform 
assessment of the impact of the changes on other familiar measures in the file.  

Further details about these changes, including guidance as to those measures where the 
scope of services covered could potentially now include activity and caseload in mental 
health and /or learning disability services will be included in the Methodological Change 
paper for the monthly release for September data. 

The Currencies and Payment file that forms part of this release is specifically limited to 
services in scope for currencies and payment in mental health services and should not be 
affected. 

 

For further information contact enquiries@hscic.gov.uk  
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